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SUBJECT: FRANCO-BAHRAINI COMMUNIQUE 

1 . FROM AN OTHERWISE ANODINE JOINT COMMUNIQUE ISSUED 
MARCH 4 AT THE END OF EMIR OF BAHRAIN'S OFFICIAL VISIT, 

THE PRESS (REUTERS) HAS PICKED OUT THE LANGUAGE OF THE 
ARAB-ISRAELI PORTION OF THE STATEMENT AS EVIDENCE OF A 
FURTHER EVOLUTION TOWARDS THE ARABS IN FRANCE’S POSITION. 
THE SPOTLIGHTED PHRASEOLOGY SAYS A MIDEAST SETTLEMENT 
"SHOULD PERMIT THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE TO FULFILL THEIR 
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ASPIRATIONS AND TO EXERCISE THEIR LEGITIMATE RIGHTS." 
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2. QUESTIONED ON THE MATTER, QUAI DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR 
THE LEVANT SERVANT SAID FRENCH POLICY IS UNCHANGED. HE 
SAID THAT MANY COUNTRIES, INCLUDING THE U.S., HAVE 
REFERRED AT THE UN TO PALESTINIAN "ASPIRATIONS" AND THAT 
"LEGITIMATE RIGHTS" IS A VAGUE, ALMOST MEANINGLESS TERM 
IN FRENCH. THE LANGUAGE USED WAS A COMBINATION OF 
FRENCH AND BAHRAINI DRAFTS AND THE BAHRAINIS TRIED AT 
NO POINT TO MAKE THE FRENCH CHANGE THEIR CURRENT POSI- 
TION ON THE ARAB-ISRAELI QUESTION. HE DISMISSED THE 
REUTERS ACCOUNT AS NONSENSE. 

3. COMMENT: WHILE WE HAVE NO ILLUSIONS ABOUT THE 
DIRECTION OF FRENCH POLICY IN THE MIDDLE EAST, WE CONCUR 
IN SERVANT'S VIEW THAT ON THIS OCCASION, AT LEAST, NO 
MOVEMENT WAS INTENDED. 
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